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About
AMA

We didn’t speak each other’s 
language, but we spoke music.
-Ben Picker, Tony Memmel Band

 

The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs has partnered with 
American Voices to engage with people across the world through American Music Abroad 
exchanges. These exchanges help promote a positive image of the U.S. through arts and music and 
give overseas audiences the chance to directly interact with American artists. 

AMA bands represent a wide variety of American musical genres and reached more than 45 
countries around the world during 2014 and 2015. AMA also builds on the historic legacy of the 
Department of State’s Jazz Ambassadors, who first traveled the world in the 1950s to connect people 
through music. Jazz Ambassador alumni include Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong and Dave Brubeck.

AMA activities focus on younger and underserved audiences with little or no access to live 
American performances. The ensembles representing American music will conduct public concerts, 
interactive performances with local musicians, lecture demonstrations, workshops, and jam sessions 
with diverse audiences. American Music Abroad ensembles are selected on the basis of artistic 
quality and commitment to education and cultural engagement through an open competition.
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American Music Abroad 
is a people-to-people 
cultural exchange 
program designed 
to communicate 
America’s rich musical 
contributions and 
diverse culture to the 
global music scene. 

American Music Abroad is funded by the U.S. Department of State and administered by the Association of American Voices
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Jonathan Scales Fourchestra explodes onto stages with 
an indescribable sound that is as much felt as it is heard: 
“a Thelonius Monk-like attitude with a Mozart creativity” 
(Pan on the Net).

Weaving together collective and individual influences 
without compromise, they are as much themselves as 
they are a unit—a crucial trait of landmark instrumental
ensembles. At center stage, steel pannist and founder 
Jonathan Scales’ compositional skill mixes with 
tasteful, avant-garde improvisations to form an 
unmistakably unique approach to an instrument often 
associated with cruise ships and tropical music. 

Driftwood Magazine says: “Scales is to steel pans ….what 
Béla Fleck is to the banjo—an über innovator.” 

Jay
White
With over a solid decade as a professional musician, Jay has 
performed both domestically and internationally. With 
instrumental mastery, vocal dexterity, youthful exuberance 
and professional maturity,

Jay is a virtual musical chameleon able to execute all genres 
of music with exceptional ease.

Performing since he was a small child, Jay White grew up 
infused with music all around him.

This environment of musical nurturing has not only 
equipped Jay to adapt to all things musical,

But has given him a genuine love for the art, the artists and 
its industry.

 Jay White has performed with such great artists as Rita Ora, 
Donnie McCurklin, Michael McDonald, Snarky Puppy and 
Kim Burrell. Comfortable in either live or recorded settings, 
Jay White has proven himself to be both a desirable and 
dependable asset for all types of musical productions.  

Jonathan
Scales



Xavier 
Breaker
Drummer, composer and arranger, Xavier Breaker has played 
with various artists throughout his career including Joe 
Sample, Randy Crawford, Howard Hewitt, Lalah Hathaway, 
Ernie Watts, Joey DeFrancesco, Bob Mintzer, Brad Leali, and 
Jonathan Scales. He has also played for some of Chicago’s 
finest including Corey Wilkes, Kahil El Zabar, Dee 
Alexander, Chicago Jazz Orchestra, Chicago Yestet, Sidewalk 
Chalk, and many others. The Xavier Breaker Coalition was 
formed in 2013 as an effort to design a group that can thrive 
in a variety of musical situations. The Coalition opened for 
many groups, including Brian Auger’s Oblivion Express and 
HBC (Scott Henderson, Jeff Berlin, Dennis Chambers). They 
have been featured in many festivals including the Chicago 
Jazz Festival and have been the first call house band for the 
Keilworth “Saxophone Idol” competition since 2013. The 
Coalition released their debut album, “Dreamology,” in 2015.
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Market ing  Mater ia ls
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Marketing
Materials

Promotional 
Photos

Click Here to Download

http://www.americanartsfestival.org/jonathanscales.html


American Music Abroad is funded by the U.S. Department of State and 
administered by the Association of American Voices

Jonathan Scales Fourchestra

The United States 
Department of State

Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs

facebook.com/americanmusicabroad
amvoices.org/ama

American Music Abroad is funded by the U.S. Department of State and administered 
by the Association of American Voices
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Postcard designed in Adobe Illustrator and formatted to 
standard 4 inches X 6 inches size with .25 bleeds

Postcard

Rol l  Up Banner

Poster

1.

2.

3.

Roll Up Banner designed in Adobe Illustrator and formatted to 
31 inches  X 86 inches size with .25 bleed

Poster designed in Adobe Illustrator and formatted to 
20 inches  X 16 inches size with .25 bleed

Click Here to Download

Click Here to Download

Click Here to Download

http://www.americanartsfestival.org/jonathanscales.html
http://www.americanartsfestival.org/jonathanscales.html
http://www.americanartsfestival.org/jonathanscales.html
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Sound Fi les

Desert

Kiss from a Rose

Click Here to Download

This is the Last Hurrah

http://www.americanartsfestival.org/jonathanscales.html
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Tech Rider

Click Here to Download

FRONT	OF	STAGE	

Jonathan	Scales	–	Concert	Stage	Plot	–	Tech	Rider	
	

Key

Mic	

Instrument	mic	stand		

Vocal	mic	stand		

	

Note	to	sound	engineer:	If	running	a	stereo	mix	for	
the	house	please	keep	the	2	steel	drum	signals	in	the	
center	of	the	mix.	Do	not	pan	the	pans.		

Equipment	provided	by	musicians
-	Electric	bass	guitar	
-	Steel	Drums	+	stand	
-	Cymbals	
	

Mic	

Post	or	program	partner	should	
provide	all	items	listed	on	the	

stage	plot	below	with	appropriate	
PA	and	cables.	

	
- Full	5-piece	drum	kit	including	

3	cymbal	stands,	throne	and	
rug	

- 2x	Shure	sm58	mics	for	steel	
drums	

- 1x	Condenser	and	1x	Dynamic	
mic	for	kick	drum	

- 2x	Overhead	mics	for	drums	
- 3x	Condenser	mics	for	the	

snare,	tom	and	cymbals	
- 3x	Monitors	
- 1x	Direct	Input	(DI)	box		
	

Mic	

Mic	

Mic	
Mic	

Mic	
Monitor	3	

Steel	Drums	

Bass	Cabinet	&	
Amp	

Mic	 Mic	

Mic	

Instrument	mic	on	cab	+	DI	

FRONT	OF	STAGE	

Jonathan	Scales	–	Workshop	Essentials	
	

Equipment	provided	by	musicians
-	Electric	Bass	Guitar	
-	Steel	Pans	
	
	

Jonathan	Scales	has	the	ability	to	conduct	workshops	with	a	minimal	amount	of	
sound	equipment	adding	to	the	versatility	of	the	ensemble.	Please	note	that,	where	
possible,	it	is	preferable	that	the	ensemble	be	provided	with	the	equipment	outlined	
in	their	concert	rider.	This	will	ensure	a	consistent	sound	and	increase	the	options	

available	to	the	musicians	during	workshops.	
	

Minimum	Sound	Requirements	for	Workshops:	Posts	or	their	program	partners	
must	provide	a	minimal	drum	kit	(as	outlined	below)	and	a	bass	amp.	Ideally,	a	full	
5-piece	drum	kit	including	throne,	cymbals	and	rug	should	be	made	available.	In	
larger	rooms	where	amplification	is	necessary	a	PA	and	microphones	should	also	

be	provided	so	Jonathan	Scales	can	be	heard.	

	Drum	kit	Minimum:	
		-	Kick	Drum	w/	pedal	
		-	Snare	Drum	
		-	Hi-hat	
		-	Drum	throne	
		-	Rug	for	under	drum	kit	
	

Drums	 Steel	Drums	

Bass	Cabinet	&	
Amp	

Mic	

http://www.americanartsfestival.org/jonathanscales.html
http://www.americanartsfestival.org/jonathanscales.html
http://www.americanartsfestival.org/jonathanscales.html
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Social Media
Jonathan Scales

AmericanMusicAbroad

AmericanMusicAbroad

http://amvoices.org/ama

American Music Abroad

Web

Web

ExchangeProgramsAtState

ECAatState

exchangesvideo

https://eca.state.gov/

ECA

Web

jonathanscalesfourchestra

jonathanscales

http://www.jonscales.com/

jonathanscalesvideos

https://www.facebook.com/americanmusicabroad/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnJEVO0bV4sObW7lv33N9-Q
http://amvoies.org/ama
https://www.facebook.com/ExchangeProgramsAtState
https://twitter.com/ECAatState
https://www.youtube.com/user/exchangesvideo
https://eca.state.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/jonathanscalesfourchestra
https://twitter.com/jonathanscales
http://www.jonscales.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/jonathanscalesvideos
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